
THE STATE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

2017 
 
     Yes, we come again to that moment in time when we pause to 
reflect on yet another year of ministry together with GOD, here in 
the Ely United Methodist Church. While we are beginning the 
process of saying good-bye to 2017 we rejoice in the opportunities 
2018 may bring as we continue to look to our GRACIOUS and 
LOVING GOD for guidance, understanding, and empowerment to 
be GOD’S children in ministry with GOD!!! 
     Indeed, GOD has BLESSED and continues to BLESS the Ely 
United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL group of GOD’S 
children, brothers and sisters in the Family of God who love God 
and who show that love by seeking out ways to serve God and one 
another as sisters and brothers in the Family of God!!! Let us give 
PRAISE unto our GRACIOUS and LOVING GOD and, let us give 
THANKS unto our GRACIOUS and LOVING GOD!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017has been an awesome year for us; 2017 is the year 
we have had the opportunity to celebrate 125 YEARS of being in 
ministry with GOD here in the Ely United Methodist Church as 
children in the Family of God!!! What a WONDERFUL 
celebration, we held this past summer through Worship, Holy 
Communion, and an awesome Fellowship Dinner and “Power 
Point Program” at our neighbor’s church St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church!!! Yes indeed, we had a WONDERFUL celebration at our 
“125th Anniversary” of being in ministry with GOD, This moment 
in time was an awesome reminder of what GOD has done among 
us, what GOD is doing among us, and what GOD can do among us, 
if we remain focused upon GOD with heart, mind, and spirit!!! 
     Now, our “125th Anniversary” celebration was indeed an 
awesome experience because of what GOD is doing among us, but 
it was also an awesome experience because of what a very 
hardworking and dedicated team of our brothers and sisters who 

made up the planning committee for this celebration. These 
dedicated sisters and brothers spent the year putting the pieces 
together, from invitation, to keepsakes, to worship, to communion, 
to fellowship dinner and program, and we were BLESSED by 
GOD through this experience!!! Indeed, our “125th Anniversary” 
is a good reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and continues to 
BLESS the Ely United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL 
group of GOD’S children, brothers and sisters in the Family of 
God who love God and who show that love by seeking out ways to 
serve God and one another as sisters and brothers in the Family of 
God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; 2017 has been a 
year of rich vitality in our worship experiences as we continue to 
give PRAISE and THANKSGIVING unto GOD!!! 
     Indeed, we have a number of brothers and sisters in the Family 
of God here in the Ely United Methodist Church who enhance and 
inspire our worship services through music, organ, piano, and 
guitar, Sue Germek, Sharon Luthens, Mary Taylor, and Marshall 
Monthei. 
     Indeed, we have a number of sisters and brothers in the Family 
of God here in the Ely United Methodist Church who enhance and 
inspire our worship services through music as our Ely U.M.C. 
Choir. 
     Indeed, we have a number of brothers and sisters in the Family 
of God here in the Ely United Methodist Church who enhance and 
inspire our worship services through roles of leadership in worship, 
ushering, music coordinator, scripture reading, communion 
servants, advent readers, and the awesome efforts of our Lay 
Leader Patty Rusco. 
     Indeed, we have a number of children in our Church Family, 
they too are sisters and brothers in the Family of God here in the 
Ely United Methodist Church who enhance and inspire our worship 
services through their participation in Children’s Time. 
     Indeed, our worship experiences during 2017ares a good 
reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and continues to BLESS the 
Ely United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL group of 



GOD’S children, brothers and sisters in the Family of God who 
love God and who show that love by seeking out ways to serve God 
and one another as sisters and brothers in the Family of God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; as we continue 
to seek out ways to nurture growth in our faith walk with GOD as 
brothers and sisters in the Family of God. 
     Indeed, inspired by our “Visioning Committee” and the 
awesome leadership of Jan Rue we have begun a NEW program 
which we are calling “KID’S CLUB” that meets on Wednesday 
afternoons following school. This group is basically for our K-6 
youth and friends and we have had an awesome response averaging 
around 12-13 young people per session. Although Jan is our 
amazing teacher for the program, there are usually around 4-6 
other amazing adults lending a helping hand. 
     Indeed, through the spring of the year we continued to have a 
wonderful 10-12 Youth Group led by Sheri Rue and Keith Rue. 
These young people have all moved on to college but they have 
continued to stay in touch with the Ely United Methodist Church 
Family. The “Kid’s Club” program is hopefully going to be a 
feeder program for a future Youth Group for older youth in our 
Church Family. 
     Indeed, during this past year Chris Urbas has continued to 
nurture faith growth among our youth through our Sunday Morning 
Sunday school program. She has provided awesome dedication and 
commitment to our younger youth for a vast number of years now 
and her “labors of love” have been a rich blessing from God!!! 
     Indeed, from Bible Study to “Guild” to before worship Sunday 
school, and studies like those for “Advent” or the “Five Love 
Languages” Study we have had a year rich with opportunity to 
nurture growth in our faith walk with God and with each other as 
children in the Family of God. 
     Indeed, our educational opportunities during 2017ares a good 
reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and continues to BLESS the 
Ely United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL group of 
GOD’S children, sisters and brothers in the Family of God who 

love God and who show that love by seeking out ways to serve God 
and one another as brothers and sisters in the Family of God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; as our 
“Visioning Committee” continues to look for a variety of ways to 
enhance our potential for being in ministry with God and with each 
other in vital and meaningful ways. 
     Indeed, from faith enrichment through studies, to the efforts to 
encourage faith growth through “Kid’s Club” and “Family Movie 
Night” to beginning a “Comfort Basket” program these sisters and 
brothers in our Church Family are willing to try, are willing to fail, 
and willing to try again, with God’s help we will find ground for 
growth as the Family of God here in the Ely United Methodist 
Church. 
     Indeed, through the “Visioning Committee’s” efforts and the 
establishment of our “Kid’s Club” we are also entering into a 
commitment to using “Safe Gathering” Training as a valuable part 
of our work as the Family of God here in the Ely United Methodist 
Church. To date, five people in our Church Family have taken the 
Training/Background Check program and passed. 
    Indeed, our “Visioning Committee” team for 2017is a good 
reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and continues to BLESS the 
Ely United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL group of 
GOD’S children, brothers and sisters in the Family of God who 
love God and who show that love by seeking out ways to serve God 
and one another as sisters and brothers in the Family of God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; because of the 
awesome generosity of our brothers and sisters here in the Ely 
United Methodist Church during the year. 
     Indeed, thanks to the generosity of finances by the children of 
God here in the Ely United Methodist Church during this past year 
our gifts by way of the offering plate have enabled us to continue to 
participate in God’s Ministries in a great variety of meaningful 
ways with a relative sense of ease. 
     Indeed, thanks to the generosity of time and skills by the children 
of God in our Church Family to our wonderful “Pasty Making 



Ministry” and our every other year “All Church Bazaar” 
sponsored by the U.M.W. we have also been blessed by additional 
resources enabling us to be actively involved in God’s Ministries. 
     Indeed, as has been the case in every year prior to this it looks 
like we will yet again be able to meet our responsibility in relation 
to our Annual Conference Apportionments for 2017. 
     Indeed, the spirit of generosity among us during 2017is a very 
good reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and continues to 
BLESS the Ely United Methodist Church with a WONDERFUL 
group of GOD’S children, sisters and brothers in the Family of 
God who love God and who show that love by seeking out ways to 
serve God and one another as brothers and sisters in the Family of 
God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; because of ways 
we have continued to participate in reaching out in ministry beyond 
ourselves. 
     Indeed, the shining light of the “M & M’s” or the “Methodist 
Milers” as coordinated by Lucy Diesslin was a phenomenal 
example of what we as a Church Family can do and are doing. We 
did a wonderful job of fund raising and in team participation with 
regards to the Ely “American Cancer Walk” in 2017!!! 
     Indeed, our “Hearts Two Hands” Quilting Group as 
coordinated by Toni Floyd continues year after year to give quilts 
to “At-Risk Kids” and “Foster Care Kids” and once a year makes 
pillowcases for “Children in the Essentia Pediatric Ward” this 
year we provided WOW 138 pillowcases for a grand total 900 
pillowcases to date, awesome!!! 
     Indeed, during this past year we have continued to participate in 
providing worship services to both the “Boundary Water Care 
Center” and the “Care Free Living” Care Centers in the 
community of Ely. 
     Indeed, during this past year we again hit our goal for the 
Minnesota Annual Conference program of mission outreach called 
“Reach, Renew, Reach”. This is the third straight year we have 
reached our goal $2,000.00 year one $1,000.00 year two, and 
$1,000.00 year three. 

     Indeed, we can also celebrate our participation with “Stanley” 
and the Ely Food Shelf”, with Ely Community Resources and our 
“Giving Tree” at Christmas Time, and our gifts to Hurricane Relief 
by way of UMCOR. 
     Indeed, we can also celebrate our efforts in the Senior 
Apartments of the community as we continued this year through the 
able coordination of Jay Tomlinson with an assist from his wife 
Jeanne Tomlinson to provide decorated Christmas Trees in the 
Senior Apartments, awesome. 
     Indeed, our focus on ministry with God beyond ourselves during 
2017is a very good reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and 
continues to BLESS the Ely United Methodist Church with a 
WONDERFUL group of GOD’S children, sisters and brothers in 
the Family of God who love God and who show that love by seeking 
out ways to serve God and one another as brothers and sisters in 
the Family of God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; because of the 
fellowship we have shared as sisters and brothers in the Family of 
God. 
     Indeed, as an outgrowth of the “Visioning Committee” we have 
participated in 4 quarterly church Pot Luck Dinners this past year 
(one was our 125th celebration dinner). This Pot Lucks were held 
following worship and we have had wonderful attendance to each 
one. Now, we also had our Christmas Pot Luck Dinner as well 
following Saturday afternoon tree and sanctuary decorating. 
     Indeed, we continue to try and maintain coffee fellowship 
following worship on all the other Sunday’s of the year. We give 
thanks that there are a few of our brothers and sisters who are 
willing to go the extra mile to provide this fellowship time because 
it is extremely valuable for our connecting with each other as 
God’s Family!!! 
     Indeed, our Prayer Chain Team and our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
are also valuable ways that we continue to nurture fellowship with 
each other as the Family of God. 
     Indeed, the fellowship we have shared in together as God’s 
Family during 2017is a very good reminder of how GOD has 



BLESSED and continues to BLESS the Ely United Methodist 
Church with a WONDERFUL group of GOD’S children, sisters 
and brothers in the Family of God who love God and who show 
that love by seeking out ways to serve God and one another as 
brothers and sisters in the Family of God!!! 
 
     WOW, 2017 has been an awesome year for us; because of 
sisters and brothers in the Family of God among us who are 
looking forward to a new year with big changes on the horizon. 
     Indeed, the “Pastor Staff-Parish Relations Committee” has done 
a wonderful job of framing a new “Church Profile”, 
communicating with our District Superintendent, and visioning 
about the reality of new clergy leadership coming in June of 2018. 
     Indeed, with all of the Church Family Members here in the Ely 
United Methodist Church who are continuing to seek to participate 
in Ministry with God in an active way, the upcoming transitions the 
church will face can be seen as a wonderful opportunity for new 
ministry among us. Yes, we can look forward with an eye towards 
potential!!! 
    Indeed, a forward looking spirit within our Church Family 
during 2017is a good reminder of how GOD has BLESSED and 
continues to BLESS the Ely United Methodist Church with a 
WONDERFUL group of GOD’S children, brothers and sisters in 
the Family of God who love God and who show that love by seeking 
out ways to serve God and one another as sisters and brothers in 
the Family of God!!! 
               Love in Christ,          Dana 

 
SERVE IN MINISTRY 

GROW IN LOVE FOR GOD & ONE ANOTHER 
WORSHIP AS THE FAMILY OF GOD 

SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER 
LET US WELCOME 2018 AS WE SEEK TO  

WALK WITH GOD !!! 
LET US WELCOME 2018 AS WE SEEK TO  

WORK WITH GOD !!! 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL – MINUTES 
December 20, 2017 
Ely United Methodist Church  
 
Call To Order:  Chair Jay Tomlinson called the meeting to order at 7:18 
PM.   
Attendees (15):  Butch & Lucy Diesslin,  Rich & Toni Floyd, Linda 
Hane, Bob & LaVerne Lindholm, Mark & Marge Olson, Keith Rue, 
Norm & Donna Rusco, Dana Thompson,  Jay & Jeanne Tomlinson 
Opening:  Dana provided the “Opening Thought” from Hymn Stories 
reading the background and lyrics for “Christians Awake – Salute the 
Happy Morn”, followed by prayer.  
Minutes:  The November 17, 2017 Ad Council minutes were approved as 
printed in the December 2017 FISH.  Motion to approve/Lucy Diesslin; 
Second/Linda Hane.  Approved unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Olson presented the November 2017 
treasurer’s report.  Receipts & disbursements were $11,181.21 & 
$9,225.57, respectively.  End of month balances: Building Fund 
$21,436.33; Memorial Fund $10,889.90; Parish Health Ministries $400, 
R3 Project 2018 $16, Safe Gathering $387, available General Fund 
$7,592.95.  Motion to approve/Butch Diesslin; Second/Linda Hane.  
Approved unanimously. 
   
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Board of Trustees:  Marge Olson reported that one quote for the 
parsonage carpeting was received from Floor to Ceiling at $2,260 for the 
3 bedroom’s carpeting removal, installation and discard.  The removal fee 
was listed at $315 and it was suggested a church member could probably 
take care of getting the removed carpeting to the dump but that estimate 
included the actual removal from the floor so it was agreed we would not 
want to do that.  Marge hadn’t received a quote yet from Serena’s.  
They’ll be given one more week to submit one.   
 
Finance: Butch Diesslin commented that the last work of the committee 
was the 2018 Budget submitted and approved at the Annual Church 
Conference.   
   



Outreach: Toni Floyd reported that the plans are still in the works for 
putting together Valentine boxes for the 6 former Youth Group members 
who are now all in college.  She mentioned that the Giving Tree requests 
had been fulfilled but there had been some issues.  It is hoped the same 
issues will not recur next year.   
Pastor-Parish Relations: Jeanne Tomlinson reported that our soon-to-
be-open ministerial position has been posted. We won’t know if there are 
any responses until late January/early February.   
  
Worship: Linda Hane reported that children will be singing during 
worship on Sunday morning and that the choir will sing at the Christmas 
Eve service. 
 
Parish Health Ministry: Donna Rusco reported doing phone calls and 
visits and that, as a matter of information, Janice Tessier is the church 
member who knits baby blankets for newborns in the church family.  
Janice took that over after Bonnie Curnow left.  
    
Visioning: Rich Floyd reported that the Kid’s Club is going well but that 
we could still use more adults willing to take the Safe Gathering training 
and help out on Wednesdays.  There will be a winter Sunday afternoon 
study on Forgiveness starting January 14 and going for 6 weeks.  It will 
be led by Patty Rusco and Gail Haney.   The committee is also planning 
another movie & supper night for mid-March and is in the process of 
reviewing movies.  Rich also reported that the committee had been trying 
to find a night that worked for everyone but that has not been successful, 
so in the future, the committee will be meeting every 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 7 PM.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

• Renewal of Sam’s Club Membership (tabled motion from 
November 17 meeting):  Jay Tomlinson reported that he’d spent 
quite a bit of time collecting information about what products are 
purchased for the church and what the costs are that are currently 
paid and what equivalent costs would be from Sam’s Club.  He 
presented a detailed report with what he had learned.  From the 
details we could save some money by buying many of the needed 
supplies from Sam’s Club but it would require some process 
changes and storage reorganization as well as periodic runs to 

Duluth for purchases.  After much discussion, the question was 
called and the motion to not renew our Sam’s Club membership 
at this time was approved. (Original motion by Jeanne 
Tomlinson; Second by Lucy Diesslin).     

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Snow Removal on Public Sidewalks:  Butch Diesslin expressed his 

concern about a large pile of snow left on the sidewalk & street below 
our parking lot annex that had subsequently frozen and couldn’t be 
easily removed and that leaving such a pile that blocks the sidewalk 
and extends into the street is against city ordinances.  He felt we need 
to educate our volunteers about proper snow removal.  It was pointed 
out that there are detailed instructions posted on our bulletin board 
below the sign-up sheet, so we just need to make sure the people who 
sign up read the instructions.   

CORRESPONDENCE 
1. We received a thank you from Northwoods Partners for the $200 we 

sent last month. 
2. We also received a thank you from our sponsored child in Guatemala.    
ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
1. November Pasties Report – Pasties made: 791; Sales $4766; Cost: 

$1,302.32; Income: $3,463.68 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM with a unison reciting of The Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jeanne Tomlinson, Ad Council Secretary   
 
***************************************************************** 
 

BIBLE   STUDY   JANUARY   2018: 
 
January 11- Daniel 3: 1-30 

January 18-  Daniel 6: 1-28 

January 25- Jonah Chapters 1-4 
 



***************************************************************** 
 
ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE – MINUTES 
 December 20, 2017 
 Ely United Methodist Church  
 
Call To Order:  Pastor Dana Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   
Attendees (17):  Butch & Lucy Diesslin,  Rich & Toni Floyd, Linda Hane, Bob 
& LaVerne Lindholm, Mark & Marge Olson, Keith Rue, Norm & Donna Rusco, 
Lee & Janice Tessier, Dana Thompson,  Jay & Jeanne Tomlinson 
Devotional:  Jay Tomlinson provided an opening thought with paraphrases from 
Faithful- Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph, this year’s Advent study book.  
He also expressed his deep appreciation for all the “unsung” workers in our 
church.   
State of the Church:  Pastor Dana referred us to the distributed 2017 Annual 
Church Conference booklet containing a detailed report on the state of the 
church.  In summary, he mentioned that spiritually and financially our church is 
alive and well and vital.  Our worship attendance is not as high as it has been in 
the past but has been fairly stable over the last 5 years or so.  But he pointed out 
that we are also not growing, which is a concern.  
Membership Status:  Again, Pastor Dana referred us to the distributed booklet 
containing the detail statistics for our membership.  This was for information 
only and required no action.  
Nominations Report:  The nominations for the 2020 classes of the following 
committees were:  
 Board of Trustees:  Phil Hegfors, Bryan Rusco, Zach Rue 
 Pastor-Parish Relations: Jeanne Tomlinson, Bob Olson, Lee Tessier 
 Nominations & Personnel: Linda Hane, Patty Rusco, Tricia Schreffler 
Pastor Dana asked for any additional nominations.  There were none.  Marge 
Olson moved the nominations as listed be approved; second by Lucy Diesslin.  
Motion approved unanimously.  
 
The Slate of Officers as listed in the booklet were presented for approval.  The 
only currently open position is the chair of the Board of Trustees which will be 
decided at their first meeting. Linda Hane moved for approval of the proposed 
Slate of Officers; second by Butch Diesslin.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Budget 2018: The proposed budget for 2018, totaling $105,319.37 was 
submitted for review.  Lee Tessier moved for approval; second by Lucy Diesslin.  
Motion passed unanimously.     
 
The was no other business required.  
                                                  The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.  

                                                  Respectfully submitted,  Jeanne Tomlinson, Ad 
Council Secretary   
 
 


