
THE STATE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

2016 
 
     So, it is that time again; time to send out a “State of the 
Church” report for 2016. This particular report will be my 30th as 
pastor of the Ely U.M.C.; and the first thought that comes to mind, 
is that we here as the Family of God in the Ely U.M.C. have been 
richly BLESSED by our very gracious and loving GOD!!! 
 
     Yes indeed, we are BLESSED by our gracious and loving GOD 
who has provided us with a wealth of opportunities for 
participating in the MINISTRIES of GOD with our Church 
Family, within our community, and beyond!!! 
 
     Yes indeed, we are BLESSED by our gracious and loving GOD 
who has provided us with a number of brothers and sisters within 
the Family of God who have JOYFULLY responded to the call to 
SERVE and PARTICPATE!!! 
 
     As I recall our Centennial catch phrase was “The Little Church 
with the Big Heart” way back in 1992!!! Doing the math we 
established that catch phrase 24 years ago and it still holds strong 
today because of our gracious and loving GOD who has BLESSED 
us over and over again!!! Let us be ever THANKFUL for our 
gracious and loving GOD who has BLESSED us for these o’ so 
many years!!! PRAISE the LORD!!! 
 
 
      “Praise the Lord” for our Ely U.M.C. “Visioning Committee”! 
This committee has been doing a tremendous job of seeking to 
discover ways that we as the Family of God here in the Ely U.M.C. 
can maximize our potential as we seek to walk with God and work 
with God day by day! Our “Visioning Committee” is a very critical 
part of our remaining an active, vital, vibrant, and relevant part of 

God’s Ministry within the Ely community and beyond. We need to 
continue striving, reaching, expanding, the ways we will be 
involved in ministry with God and with each other! We give thanks 
that our “Visioning Committee” has truly accepted the challenge to 
keep looking for new ways to continue becoming the “Little Church 
with the Big Heart”!  
     Indeed, this committee has displayed the courage needed to 
encourage new avenues of ministry and take it the next step to 
trying new things.  
     We give thanks for our “Visioning Committee”! “Praise the 
Lord”!!! 
 
 
     “Praise the Lord” for all the many ways GOD has BLESSED 
our worship experiences here in the Ely U.M.C.!  
     First, we have three wonderful musicians who joyfully and 
richly add to our worship experiences. Yes, we give thanks for our 
awesome organist Susan Germek, and our two awesome pianist 
Sharon Luthens, and in the summer Mary Taylor.  
     Second, we have an awesome Ely U.M.C. Choir, they may 
possibly be small in numbers but true to the Ely U.M.C. they are 
very “Big in Heart”, while displaying a heartfelt spirit of loyal 
dedication to enriching our worship services twice a month, 11 out 
of 12 months a year, they are truly awesome!  
     Third, in Marshall Monthei we have a guitarist/soloist who is 
ready willing and able to provide special music on many of those 
Sundays when the choir is not singing!  
     Fourth, we have a wonderful Lay Leader in Patty Rusco who 
continues to seek out ways to include more and more of our laity in 
worship leadership. Patty also sets a great example to others, 
encouraging them to participate through worship leadership.  
     Fifth, thanks to the “Visioning Committee” we have established 
a program using a variety of Scripture Readers enhancing our 
opportunities to actively participate in leadership during our 
worship experiences.  
     Yes, we have been continuing to seek out ways of growing our 
potential as the Family of God, worshipping God! We give thanks 



for the many ways God has blessed our worship experiences! 
“Praise the Lord”!!! 
 
     “Praise the Lord” for all the many ways GOD has BLESSED 
us with a vast variety of opportunities to experience growth as the 
Family of God here in the Ely U.M.C.! 
     First, we give thanks for our K-6 Sunday School and the 
awesome leadership and loving care provided by our Sunday 
School Superintendent Chris Urbas and all the other various 
volunteers who have embraced the importance of the children in 
our Church Family and the need to provide them the opportunity to 
grow their relationships with God! 
     Second, we give thanks for those who have sought to encourage 
us as the Family of God to give some extra special attention to the 
younger children with our Church Family. Our younger children 
are just as important as our older children and also need some 
special attention with regards to growing their relationships with 
God. We give thanks to Jan Rue and Devon Luthens who have 
provided wonderful leadership with regards to finding ways of 
helping our younger children grow their relationships with God. 
     Third, we rejoice that during this year we have had two of our 
awesome youth complete their Confirmation Classes and 
assignments. We rejoice with Luke Olson and Lauren Porthan who 
Confirmed their Baptismal Vows and also joined the Ely U.M.C., 
they are each a rich addition to our Full Membership. 
     Fourth, we continue to hold a before worship Sunday School 
Class for anyone interested. We have kept this Sunday School Class 
focused on the Scripture Reading to be used in the morning worship 
service. We continue to have a committed group of people 
gathering together for this time of study. 
     Fifth, we continue to have an awesome group of youth who are 
meeting together weekly under the leadership of our able leaders 
Sheri and Keith Rue. Many of these youth enhanced their faith 
journey by going to a variety of non-denominational camps, in part 
with some sponsorship from their Ely U.M.C. Family. 

     Sixth, we continue to have a loyal group of Church Family 
members gathering together for a weekly Bible Study using a 
variety of themes. 
     Seventh, we have a committed group of women called the 
“Guild” who actively participate in a monthly study and fellowship 
time. 
     Eighth, encouraged by the “Visioning Committee” we have 
hosted two movies nights during the year which were open to the 
community. The first movie we showed was “The War Room” and 
the second movie we showed was “Miracles from Heaven”. We 
also sponsored a wonderful study based on “The War Room”. This 
study was very valuable to providing opportunity for spiritual 
growth. 
     Ninth, we also held an “Advent Study” titled “Because of 
Bethlehem” seeking to encourage our Church Family to focus anew 
on the true reason for celebrating Christmas. 
     Yes, we give thanks for the many ways God has blessed us with a 
variety of opportunities to experience growth as the Family of God! 
“Praise the Lord”!!! 
 
 
     “Praise the Lord” for all the many ways GOD has BLESSED 
us with a vast variety of rich opportunities to participate in service 
unto God and with God, as the Family of God, here in the Ely 
U.M.C.! 
     First, we quickly mention once again the many people who have 
been involved in service unto God and with God through leadership 
with regards to enhancing our worship services. 
     Second, we give thanks for all those who provide leadership and 
service with our Parish Health Ministry Team. They have provided 
some wonderful ministry during this past year with the Monthly 
Blood Pressure Program and the Medical Alert Booklet Program, 
also known as “The File of Life”. 
     Third, we give thanks for the “Hearts Two Hands” Ministry and 
their “labors of love” making quilts for children and a once a year 
pillow case drive. The “Hearts Two Hands” group has been 



providing wonderful Ministry for a great many years now (over 13 
years). 
     Fourth, we give thanks for our “Prayer Shawl Ministry” which 
continues to reach out and touch hearts near and far by giving out 
prayer shawls just to let people know someone is thinking about 
them. 
    Fifth, we give thanks for our awesome “Prayer Chain” Team 
which continues to actively lift up people near and far in prayer. 
     Sixth, we give thanks for the awesome service provided by our 
awesome Trustees and their amazing commitment to keeping our 
facilities in good shape so that we as the Family of God here in the 
Ely U.M.C. can continue to participate in ministry with God. 
     Seventh, we give thanks for all the awesome people who 
continue to participate in and provide service unto God through 
our “Pasty Making Ministry”. There are three big benefits to our 
“Pasty Making Ministry”. The first benefit we gain out of making 
pasties grows out of the fellowship of the experience because we 
are working together. The second benefit we gain grows out of the 
fellowship and our working together, it is found in the awareness 
that even though we are “The Little Church with the Big Heart” we 
can do big things when we commit to working together in the name 
of God as the Family of God. The third benefit of our “Pasty 
Making Ministry” is the most obvious and comes from the financial 
benefit of helping to stabilize our finances so we can continue to be 
in ministry with God. 
     We give thanks for the many ways God has blessed us with a 
vast variety of rich opportunities to participate in service unto God 
and with God, as the Family of God! “Praise the Lord”!!! 
 
     “Praise the Lord” for all the many ways GOD has BLESSED 
us with a vast variety of rich opportunities to participate in 
outreach in the name of God and with God, as the Family of God, 
here in the Ely U.M.C.! 
     Among the many rich ways we have been involved in outreach 
during this last year includes things we have previously mentioned 
like four of our amazing groups that participate in ministry both 
near and far, “Hearts Two Hands”, “Prayer Shawl Ministry”, 

“Parish Health Team” and our “Prayer Chain”! Yet, another 
previously mentioned aspect of outreach would be our two movie 
nights advertised and open to the public. 
     We are also involved in various outreaches into our community. 
Among our various efforts into outreach within the community of 
Ely are the fact that we continued during the past year to help 
provide worship services at our two community senior centers, the 
“Boundary Waters Care Center” and the “Care Free Living” 
facility. We also continued two other annual outreach projects 
“Stanley the Scare Crow” who helps us raise funds and promote 
the local food shelf and our “Giving Tree” Project which is an 
effort to provide Christmas gifts to children and youth within our 
community who may not be as fortunate as others. 
     We are also involved in various outreaches beyond our 
community. Among these we would include our sponsorship of a 
child whose name is Evelin Sarai Jiatz Cotzal from Guatemala 
through Children’s International. Another of these efforts at 
outreach beyond our community would be our continued support of 
the Minnesota Annual Conference Project called “Reach, Renew, 
Rejoice”. We pledged and gave $2,020.00 to this project in 2015. 
This year we set a goal of giving $1,000.00 to this project and 
reached it making our two year giving to “Reach, Renew, Rejoice” 
$3,020.00. What an awesome effort by the “Little Church with the 
Big Heart”! 
     We give thanks for the many ways God has blessed us with a 
vast variety of rich opportunities to participate in outreach in the 
name of God and with God, as the Family of God! “Praise the 
Lord”!!! 
 
     “Praise the Lord” for all the many ways GOD has BLESSED 
us with the finances to continue participating God’s Ministry with 
God, as the Family of God, here in the Ely U.M.C.! 
     We have had yet another great year in relation to meeting our 
“Financial Responsibilities” with regards to participating in 
ministry with God here in the Ely U.M.C. Family! 
     First, we continue to have a gracious and giving family of 
brothers and sisters who willingly give unto God through our 



Sunday Worship Service Offerings. God has truly blessed us with 
people who have gracious hearts for giving so that the Ely U.M.C. 
might continue to be at work with God both in our community and 
also beyond. 
     Second, as mentioned before many of our Family here in the Ely 
U.M.C. give of their time in our “Pasty Making Ministry”. The 
financial benefit of this “Ministry” helps keep our financial 
situation stable here in the Ely U.M.C.! 
     Third, not only will we meet all our financial responsibilities 
locally but yet again we anticipate giving all of our 
“Apportionments” for the “Ministry” of the Minnesota Annual 
Conference. We have been giving all of our annual 
“Apportionments” since 1968 when we became the United 
Methodist Church joining the Methodist Church and the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church into one “United” body! 
     Fourth, as mentioned before we have met our goal of giving for 
the Minnesota Annual Conference Program called “Reach, Renew, 
Rejoice”. 
     Fifth, a part of our financial stability arises out of the great 
many and awesome servants of God within our Church Family who 
donate of their special skill sets, special skill sets which include 
their knowledge, equipment, and talents, that generally need to be 
paid for in other settings. What a rich blessing these people are to 
our Church Family they will go unnamed for fear of missing some 
because there are so many of them! These people are a continuing 
shining example of how the “Little Church with the Big Heart” can 
remain the “Big Heart” grounded first in the wonder of God’s 
gracious love which blesses us over and over again! 
     Yes indeed, we give thanks for the many ways God has blessed 
us with the finances to continue participating God’s Ministry with 
God, as the Family of God! “Praise the Lord”!!! 
 
 
     Clearly, we here in the Ely U.M.C. can celebrate the past year 
2016, because of our gracious and loving GOD who has richly 
BLESSED us over and over again as we have sought to be in 
MINISTRY with GOD! 

 
      Clearly, the Ely U.M.C. Family has been active and alive 
during 2016 while participating in a number of vital and vibrant 
ministries within our community and beyond. Truly, GOD has 
richly BLESSED us during 2016 and we have much to THANK 
GOD for as we pause to quietly and reflectively focus on the past 
year of 2016! 
 
     Closing 2016 will lead us into a new year 2017, in which we will 
continue to seek to be the “Little Church with the Big Heart” 
prayerfully focusing on GOD and GOD’S MINISTRIES! 
 
     So, as we seek to be the people of GOD here in the Ely U.M.C. 
Family may we prayerfully seek to WALK and WORK in the light 
of GOD’S WORD and GOD’S WILL for us as the Family of God 
here in the Ely U.M.C. and as individual brothers and sisters in the 
Family of God! 
 
  Love in Christ, 
     pastor Dana 

 
SERVE IN MINISTRY 

GROW IN LOVE FOR GOD & ONE ANOTHER 
WORSHIP AS THE FAMILY OF GOD 

SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER 
 

LET US WELCOME 2017 AS WE SEEK TO WALK 
WITH GOD 

 
LET US WELCOME 2017 AS WE SEEK TO WORK 

WITH GOD 
 

WITH PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING!!! 
 



 
PERSONNEL NOMINATED FOR 2017: 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL- 
 
Chairperson-----------------------------------------------------------------Jay Tomlinson  
Vice Chairperson-----------------------------------------------------------------Keith Rue    
Recording Secretary---------------------------------------------------Jeanne Tomlinson 
Lay Member to Annual Conference--------------------------------------Lucy Diesslin 
Alternate-Lay Member to Annual Conference----------- 
Lay Leader----------------------------------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
Chairperson: Stewardship & Finance-----------------------------------Blaine Diesslin 
Chairperson: Pastor & Parish Relations-----------------------------Jeanne Tomlinson 
President: Board of Trustees-----------------------------------------------Margie Olson 
Rep: Nominations & Personnel----------------------------------------------Linda Hane 
Church Treasurers-------------------------------------------------------------Mark Olson 
Program Chairpersons: 
 Worship---------------------------------------------------------------Linda Hane
 Outreach---------------------------------------------------------------Toni Floyd 
 Nurture & Membership--------------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
 Superintendent Sunday of School--------------------------------Chris Urbas 
 Membership Secretary---------------------------- 

President U.M.W.---------------------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
Parish Nurse-------------------------------------------------------Donna Rusco 

 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES- President, Margie Olson 
 
 Class of 2017                            Class of 2018                        Class of 2019                         
Bryan Rusco                              Gerald Niskala                      Norm Rusco                                  
Margie Olson                             Butch Diesslin                      Brett Porthan                                 
Phil Hegfors                               Mark Luthens                       David Archambault                       
 
 
PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE-  
                                                                                Chairperson, Jeanne Tomlinson 
 
Class of 2017                               Class of 2018                          Class of 2019                                 
Jeanne Tomlinson                        Linda Hane                             Dan Johnson                                  
Bob Olson                                    Sara Archambault                   Sheri Rue                                    
Lee Tessier                                  Gerald Niskala                        Nicole Udovich                   
 
 

NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL- 
 
Class of 2017                                Class of 2018                         Class of 2019                                 
Linda Hane                                   LaVerne Lindholm                 Janice Tessier                                 
Patty Rusco                                   Pat Olson                               Tiffany Niskala       
Deanie Kuehl                                Tootsie Loe                            Donna Rusco 
 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE- Chairperson, Blaine Diesslin 
 
Chairperson-----------------------------------------------------------------Blaine Diesslin 
Minister--------------------------------------------------------------------Dana Thompson 
Lay Member to Annual Conference--------------------------------------Lucy Diesslin 
Chairperson of Administrative Council---------------------------------Jay Tomlinson 
President of Board of Trustees---------------------------------------------Margie Olson 
Chairperson of Nurture & Membership------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
Lay Leader----------------------------------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
Financial Secretaries---------------------------------------------------------Shelia Shultz 
                                  --------------------------------------------------------Deanie Kuehl 
       ----------------------------------------------------------Sue Tedrick 
                                  --------------------------------------------------------Patty Niskala 
Church Treasurers-------------------------------------------------------------Mark Olson 
                              -----------------------------------------------------------Margie Olson 
 
 
ANNUAL AUDIT COMMITTEE- Chairperson, Lee Tessier 
 
Lee Tessier, Richard Floyd, Bev Johnson  
 
MEMORIAL TASK FORCE COMMITTEE- Chairperson, Dana Thompson 
 
Sharon Luthens, Janice Tessier, Margie Olson,   
Carol Linneman, Marge Forsberg, Jeri Walburn 
 
PROGRAM COUNCILS- 
 
 WORSHIP- Chairperson,  Linda Hane 
  Chairperson-----------------------------------------------Linda Hane 
  Music Coordinator-----------------------------------Linda Williams 

Choir Representative----------------------------LaVerne Lindholm 
  Church Organist-----------------------------------------Sue Germek 
  Chancel/Communion Steward--------------------------Carol Laine 
                                                                              -----------------Nancy Markwardt 



  Lay Leader------------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
  Head Usher----------------------------------------------Amy Richter 
  

EDUCATION-  
  Sunday School Superintendent-------------------------Chris Urbas 
   
 NURTURE & MEMBERSHIP- Chairperson, Bonnie Berglund 
  Chairperson-----------------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
  Parish Nurse---------------------------------------------Donna Rusco 
  Membership Secretary------------------------- 
  Hospitality Chairperson----------------------------------Gail Haney 
  Sunshine Person------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
  
 

OUTREACH- Chairperson, Toni Floyd 
  Chairperson------------------------------------------------Toni Floyd 
 
 
****************************************************** 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL –  
MINUTES                                                          December 21, 2016 
Ely United Methodist Church                         Number Present: 8 
 
Vice Chairman Keith Rue called the meeting to order at 7:14 P.M. 
Attendees: (8) Keith Rue, Margie Olson, Mark Olson, Butch 
Diesslin, Lucy Diesslin, Dana Thompson, Donna Rusco, Norman 
Rusco. 

Pastor Dana Thompson began the meeting with an Opening 
Thought from “The Upper Room” devotional for December 21, 
2016, followed by an opening prayer. 

The Minutes of the November 16, 2016 Administrative 
Council meeting were approved as printed in the Newsletter. 
(/M/Lucy/S/Norm) 

The Treasurer’s Report for November, 2016 was presented 
by Treasurer Mark Olson and accepted.  The October end of the 
month account balances - General Fund: $2,878.42 [Undesignated 
Funds $2,463.42, Parish Health Ministries Funds: $400; R-R-R 
Funds: $15.00] Building Fund: $12,278.80; Memorial Fund: 
$11,179.61. (/M/Lucy/S/Norm) 

The Board of Trustees Next Meeting in April, 2017. 
Memorial Committee The newly purchased wireless 

omnidirectional microphone is installed and working very well. 
The Parish Health Ministries has discontinued scheduled 

blood pressure checks at Church for the winter months.  Margie 
Olson will gladly schedule blood pressure checks for those talking 
to her at a Sunday worship service, rather than being called by 
phone. 
OLD BUSINESS  

1. “Five Love Languages” Study Materials.  The instructor 
materials for the study have been received, reviewed. Upon 
the recommendation of the study session leader, those present 
approved the purchase of the study materials for the study 
sessions. (M/Lucy/S/Donna) 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Jay Tomlinson had received very positive comments following 

the Pot Luck supper after decorating the Church for Christmas, 
plus requests/suggestions to schedule more in the coming year. 
Jay suggested that four (4) after-worship service “Pot Luck” 
meals be scheduled for 2017. 
Motion by Norm Rusco/Second by Margie: To schedule 
Church Pot-Luck meals on the First Sunday of February, May, 
August and November. Motion Approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
There were no items of correspondence. 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
1. Christmas Eve Worship Service, December 24, 7:00 P.M. 
2. Sunday Worship Service, December 25, 10:00 A.M. 

 
The meeting was closed at 7:48 PM by those attending reciting 
“The Lords Prayer”. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Blaine “Butch” Diesslin 
Administrative Council Secretary 


